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March 23, 2020 
 
Re: Ohio Associated Enterprises (“OAE”) Exemption from Ohio’s “Stay at Home” 
Order 
 
To Our Employees: 
 
On March 22, 2020, in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Amy Acton, Director of 
the Ohio Department of Public Health, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §3701.13, issued a 
“Director’s Order that All Persons Stay at Home Unless Engaged in Essential Work or Activity” 
(the “Order”), which directs Ohio citizens to stay at home and commands nonessential Ohio 
businesses to cease operations. However, paragraph 5(d) of the Order makes clear that 
individuals may leave their residence to perform work providing essential products and services 
at an “Essential Business” so long as the business maintains social distancing for the safety of 
its workforce.  A copy of the Order is available on request or can be found here: 
 

https://governor.ohio.gov/static/DirectorsOrderStayAtHome.pdf 
 
For the reasons explained in further detail below, OAE qualifies as an “Essential Business” for 
purposes of the Order, so we will continue to operate as we have been with the addition of the 
“Social Distancing Requirements” of the Order. To help minimize the risks to you and your 
families, these Social Distancing Requirements include: 
 

 maintaining at least six (6)-foot distance between individuals, 
 washing hands with soap and water for at least twenty (20) seconds as frequently as 

possible or using hand sanitizer, 
 covering coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands), 
 regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces, and 
 not shaking hands. 

OAE manufactures and supplies various high-performance electrical and electronic interconnect 
embedded systems, cables and connectors and other goods to businesses in the national 
defense and healthcare/medical industry, which are themselves businesses that qualify as 
Essential Businesses under the Order. 
 
The Governor has made clear that the intent of the Order is to maintain the supply chain for 
Essential Businesses. As a manufacturer and supplier of products to other Essential  
Businesses, OAE is also an Essential Business under paragraphs 12(a), 12(q) and 12(v) of the 
Order. More specifically, 

 Paragraph 12(a) exempts all workers on the CISA List (which can be found here: 
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce), 
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which includes those workers engaged in the manufacture of goods for the national 
defense and healthcare/medical industry;  

 Paragraph 12(q) exempts all “Businesses that sell, manufacture, or supply other 
Essential Businesses … with the … materials necessary to operate …”; and 

 Paragraph 12(v) exempts all “Manufacturing companies … producing and supplying 
essential products and services in and for industries such as … healthcare… national 
defense …, as well as products used by other Essential Businesses ….” 

As a result, we are all essential employees that are exempted from the Order that citizens stay 
home. With your help, we will remain open for business and continue to do our part in providing 
other Essential Businesses with the products they need to get through these difficult times.  
That said, we value your safety, and we will take precautions to help keep you healthy and well. 
In addition to the Social Distancing Requirements, please take note of the following: 
 

a. Employees who are sick should stay home until: 

 they are free of fever (without the use of medication) for at least 72 hours 
(three (3) full days), AND 

 symptoms have improved for at least 72 hours (another three (3) full days), 
AND 

 at least seven days have passed since symptoms first began. 

b. We are frequently performing enhanced environmental cleaning of commonly 
touched surfaces, such as workstations, countertops, railings, door handles, 
and doorknobs. 

c. We are providing disposable wipes so that commonly used surfaces can be 
wiped down by employees before each use. 

This letter is based on our interpretation of The Order with the advice of Counsel, and is subject 
to change based on any additional guidance The State of Ohio may provide in the days ahead. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call or come see me.   
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John T. Venaleck Jr. 
Chief Executive Officer  
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