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March 23, 2020 

Re: Ohio Associated Enterprises, LLC (“OAE”) - Exemption from Ohio’s “Stay Home” Order 

To Whom It May Concern: 

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, Amy Acton, Director of the Ohio Department of Public Health, pursuant 
to R.C. 3701.13, issued a “Director’s Order that All Persons Stay at Home Unless Engaged in Essential Work 
or Activity” (the “Order”). Capitalized terms not otherwise defined have the meaning as set forth in the Order. 
The Order directs individuals to stay at home and commands nonessential businesses to cease operations. 
However, Paragraph 5(d) of the Order allows individuals to leave their residence to perform work providing 
essential products and services at Essential Businesses or Operations or to otherwise carry out a business’s 
minimum basic operations, subject to the business enforcing social distancing requirements. Social 
Distancing Requirements include: (i) maintaining at least six-foot distance between individuals; (ii) as 
frequently as possible, washing hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds or using hand sanitizer; 
(iii) covering coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not hands); (iv) regularly cleaning high-touch 
surfaces; and (v) not shaking hands. 

THIS MEMO OUTLINES WHAT OAE OPERATIONS MAY BE EXEMPT FROM THE ORDER 
AND WHY SUCH EXEMPTION APPLIES: 
 
Paragraph 12 of the Order contains a non-exhaustive list of Essential Businesses and Operations, which are 
exempt from the Order.  Paragraph 12(a) of the Order states that workers identified on the CISA List are 
workers in an Essential Business or Operation. The CISA List includes workers engaged in the manufacture 
and supply of goods to the national defense and healthcare/medical industry. Further, Paragraph 12(v) 
specifically exempts manufacturing companies that supply goods to the national defense and 
healthcare/medical industry. The Governor has made clear that the intent of the Order is to maintain the 
supply chain for Essential Businesses. 
 

OAE is a manufacturer and supplier of high‐performance electrical and electronic interconnect embedded 
systems, cables and connectors, focusing, among other areas, in the military and medical marketplaces. 
Because OAE manufactures components for goods used in the national defense and the healthcare/medical 
industry, OAE would be considered an Essential Business under Paragraph 12(a) and 12(v) of the Order. 
Accordingly, OAE may continue its operations.   
 
In the event that an OAE employee is stopped by authorities on his or her way to work, instruct your 
employees to tell the authorities that they work for a business that is exempt from the Order because the 
business: (i) is an Essential Business; and (ii) manufactures goods which are critical for national defense and 
used in the healthcare/medical industry. If OAE employees should have questions, please inform the 
employees that they provide an important function to an Essential Business and provide critical products to 
other Essential Businesses. Please feel free to instruct your employees to contact KJK attorneys, or in the 
event they are stopped by law enforcement, the employees may tell law enforcement authorities to contact 
KJK attorneys as well. 
 

Per KJK’s interpretation, OAE is exempt from the Order because it: (i) is an Essential Business; and (ii) 
provides critical goods to Essential Businesses.  
 
For questions, contact: Jon Pinney, Managing Partner (jjp@kjk.com; (216) 538-8695).  
 
Please be advised that this is KJK’s preliminary interpretation of the Order in accordance with further guidance from the 
CDC and CISA, subject to change based on additional state guidance and is not a formal legal opinion.  
 


